
Creating awareness
- Field guide in a technological world. 



“I don’t understand this and therefore don’t like this 
and therefore I will not investigate this.”

- James Bridle
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Intro.



The world we live in today is in con-
trol of technology. It’s development 
is increasing fast which makes it 
a spectacular time to be alive. The 
second we buy a new phone, ta-
blet, drone... , it is already outdated. 
As a human it is hard to keep up 
with everything, but if we don’t we 
will no longer be the smarter race. 



The field.



“It leads to a kind of learned helplessness, in which 
people simply do accede to whatever technology ap-
pears on the scene.”

- Adam Greenfield







A British pediatrician was denied access to the women’s locker 
room at her gym because the software it used to manage its mem-
bership system automatically coded her  title - ‘doctor’ - as male.

A Google Photo algorithm auto-tagged two Afro-American 
friends as ‘gorillas’.

The cloud is a physical infrastructure of cables which 
run beneath streets and oceans, connecting exchanges 
and switches to servers in offices, homes and datacenters.

The urgency.



We only see a fraction of the technology. There is so much more going 
on at the same time. It is important to know that we create technology, 
we write the algorithms, there is only a fraction wireless. 

We must be critical.



The field within architecture.

The rise of the smart homes.



“People are often not curious about what the machine 
in front of them is doing, and above all why it’s been 
asked to do that.”

- Adam Greenfield







Our homes are filled with smart technology to ‘help’ us with our lives. 
You can connect all this smart tech with one central device which obeys 
all your commands. We use it as the supplying companies tell us. But 
does that not make us a machine? 

We must be critical. We must learn. 

“So why is it important to critique the critique as well? 
Because we live in a world shaped and defined by 
computation, and it is one of the jobs of the critic and 
the artist to draw attention to the world as it truly is. ”

- James Bridle



Google Home
Samsung Hub

Nest

Apple HomePod
Amazon Echo



The act of dissecting.

~ methodically cut up (a body or plant) in order to study its 
internal parts.
~ analyse in minute detail.

The awareness.





Dissecting is an old method to study the parts of a corps. You 
learn from it by comparing to other studies. Similarities and 
differences between two objects could tell you how it works. 

By dissecting different machines you could learn why they are 
different, how they connect, how they work in that particular 
way. 

If you know how machines work, you could adjust them by 
your needs. The needs of an architect. 

We must be critical. We must learn. We must dissect.





The outcome for an architect.



- Unlimited coffee production

- By oppose the stove and kitchen hood you can create a smoke party  
when you win a competition.

- Give a foam party if you win another competition.

- When a client is giving you a hard time, the camera could sense his 
presense and create an uncomfortable climat by ventilation, heating and/
or cooling. 

- Print unlimited cad plans so it looks like you are always busy. 

- If you pull an all-nighter, your smart office could automatically order 
pizza. The front door camera will recognize this action (again) and open 
the second the delivery guy arrives. 

- If you make a great sketch, a camera will send a self-modeled 3D to 
your printer. Watch out with explicit drawings. 

- ...

We must be critical. We must learn. We must dissect. We must amuse.



DATA IS POWER and the Internet Technology 
Giants are becoming more and more power-
ful as they collect our online data. Lob-
bying, corporate surveillance and monop-
oly behavior are among the practices they 
engage in. Together with automation is 
this one of the main threaths that human-
kind could face in the future. These cor-
poratiopns are (more or less) already in 
control of the digital universe and soon 
they’ll come after the physical one as-
well. In many ways they are facing resis-
tance from governments, but what if they 
were the ones controlling legislation?



Fast Forward: 2047

BREAKING: The Big Internet Technology com-
panies have formed a coalition and merged 
into B.I.T.C. (BIG International Technology 
Corporation - Working title*). Already being 
a monopoly in the virtual world, they are 
now aiming for the physical one. By combin-
ing forces they dominate the global tech-
nology industry. Possible competitors are 
“friendly requested” to join their cause. 
Being strong enough to fight of opposing
governments, they declare themselves an in-
dependent state. As B.I.T.C. has total con-
trol over regulations, they can finally con-
tinue their plans . Now all they need is 
land. Brussels is offering them a solution.



We are living in a time where we’re even 
more dependent on technology. In fact, ma-
chines and algorithms are omnipresent. Al-
most 50 percent of the worlds population 
has lost their jobs due the fast grow-
ing rate of automation. This group of peo-
ple is not just unemployed but also un-
employable. They’re the “useless class”. 
Also in Belgium crisis has hit. The con-
tinueing state of unrest grows and with 
the government not being able to support 
everyone, B.I.T.C. senses an opportunity. 



B.I.T.C. State is looking for inhab-
itants ! People of all ages, all 37 
genders, all continents are welcome 
for registration (even the useless). 
People will be offered a citizenship, ba-
sic income (cryptocurrency), housing and 
company (government) shares, Leisure, Ed-
ucation, A Job (if not useless),etc… . 
There is only one condition: inhabitants 
will be monitored every second of the 
day in every aspect of their daily life.
A comfortable life in a time 
of crisis, in return for data. 



B.I.T.C. is aiming to cre-
ate a society that’s representative
for the rest of world. A grand diversity 
in people to gather representative data. 
Everything will be in function of data 
collection and consumption. The state is 
organized and controlled  by Machines 
and Algorithms programmed by B.I.T.C..
Only the board of Directors ( = busi-
ness equivalent of a parliament) knows 
the inner workings. As every single ac-
tion is recorded and monitord , these 
machines will end up knowing us better 
than ourselves. // ANYTHING LESS THAN TO-
TAL KNOWLEDGE OF OUR PRODUCTS/INHABITANTS 
REPRESENTS LOST REVENUE. ANY UNMONITORD 
MOMENT IS A MISSED OPPOTUNITY. // This 
will be done by embedding corporate sur-
veillance as deeply in our physical sur-
roundings as in our virtual one. Inhab-
itants will be referred to as products. 
They are the ones being sold /Tested / 
manipulated. Their sole purpose is be-
ing representative in terms of data. In 
fact, What they actually do doesn’t real-
ly matter.Consumtion will be encouraged.



“Everything is possible and everything is 
allowed, everything is liberated and there 
are no more taboos, but instead of an ex-
citing party, we end up with a great sense 
of emptiness.” We live in the hell of the 
same” 
- J. Baudrillard

When a machine runs efficiently, when a mat-
ter of fact is settled, one need focus only 
on its inputs and outputs and not on its 
internal complexity. Thus, paradoxically, 
the more science and technology succeed, 
the more opaque and obscure they become.” 
- B. Latour`






































































